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June 2021 Newsletter
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Torah & Haftorah Readings and Page Numbers

June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26

Torah Shelach Lecha Korach Chukat Balaka
Reading Numbers Numbers Numbers Numbers
13:1-15:41 16:1-18:32 19:1-22:1 22:2-25:9

Pages 623-634 639-648 652-664 668-682

Haftorah Joshua I Samuel Judges Micah
2:1-24 11:14 - 12:22 11:1-33 5:6 - 6:8
Pages 635-637 649-651 664-667 682-685

Minyan Times are in the monthly calendar and on the Ahavath Achim web site, www.ahavathachim.org

WELCOMING THE SHABBAT TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY: A MESSAGE FROM THE RABBI

Dear Friend

| hope this message finds you well and in good health.

The Gemara in Masechet Shabbat (page 199a) tells us that "Rabbi Chanina would adorn himself in fancy garments
on Erev Shabbat and proclaim, "let us go out and greet the Shabbat queen. Rabbi Yannai would put on his Shabbat
clothing on Erev Shabbat and welcome the approaching Shabbat by declaring to her, "arrive oh bride, arrive oh
bride,"his historical Talmudic narrative serves as the basis for our custom to not just sit back and Erev Shabbat and
passively allow the Shabbat to begin. But rather, to proactively "go out" as it were and welcome the shabbat bride,
the Shabbat queen into our homes, shuls, and communities. This is the tradition known as "Kabbalat
Shabbat": accepting upon we the Shabbat, or alternatively translated as greeting the manifestation of the Shabbat
in the form of the Shabbat bride.

In earlier times, the standard text of the Kabbalat Shabbat service was quite brief. Twelfth-century sources show
that at that point in Jewish history the service was comprised of merely reciting "Mizmor Shir L'Yom HaShabbat",
Psalm 92. This service was akin to what we still do today, according to Nusach Askenaz, when erev Shabbat
coincides with Yom Tov.

It wasn't until the 16th century, that the school of mystics and scholars in Tzefat, led by such luminaries as the Arizal
and the author of the Shulchan Arch, Rabbi Yosef Karo, introduced the expanded form of Kabbalat Shabbat into the
liturgy. This liturgy included one of Judaism's best-known poems, the moving "Lechah Dodi" song, penned by Tzfat
resident Rabbi Shlomo Alkabetz.

To a large extent, this expanded kabbalat Shabbat was based on the earlier Talmudic tradition, as described in the
beginning of this message. Indeed, these mystics of Tzefat would often venture into the hills and pastoral
countryside of the Galilee on Friday evenings, where they would greet the Shabbat queen and accept the sanctity of
the Shabbat upon themselves.

We are fortunate in this community to have recently resumed our Friday evening Kabbalat Shabbat service,
and we are looking to expand our pool of regular attendees. Please consider joining us on Friday evening,
weather permitting, at 7 pm, as we usher in the Shabbat together as a community. We are grateful to the
Allen family for hosting this minyan in their backyard. The Allen address is 51 Meadowcrest Dr, Fairfield. If
you are considering attending on a given week, please be in touch with me beforehand to confirm that we will
have a minyan, and so that we may plan accordingly in terms of ensuring that we will have a minyan. | look
forward to seeing you there.

Wishing you a wonderful month of June,
Rabbi Peretz Robinson


http://www.ahavathachim.org/

Refuah Shelemah to David Gordon, and Diane Sheinbaum.

Mailing 92 Montauk St
Address Fairfield, CT 06825
Phone 203-372-6529
Office: office@ahavathachim.org
Website www.ahavathachim.org

Personal Contact Info

Rabbi Peretz

203-583-9142

May G-d grant each a speedy and complete recovery.

Robinson peretzrobinson@gmail.com
Presidium
Sara Klein Sakl31@aol.com
203-374-9365
T. Augenbraun taugenbraun@gmail.com
917-847-1700
Yahrzeits for June 2021

Tuesday, June 15- Paula Apfelbaum (Mother to Goldie
Thursday, June 3- Michael Levine (Friend to Terry Librach)
Augenbraun) Wednesday, Junel6- Alex Thau (Father to Peter Thau)
Monday, June 7- Harold Zimmer (Uncle to Pamela) Thursday, Junel7-Karen Dimand (Husband to Karen
Tuesday, June 8- Rose Jutkowitz (Mother to David Dimand, & Father to Bernard Dickens)
Jutkowitz) Wednesday, June 23- William Augenbraun (Father to Terry
Wednesday, June 9-Elaine Feit (Sister to Linda Eliovson)  |Augenbraun)
Monday, June 14- Jacob Zimmer (Uncle to Pamela Monday, June 26-Charles Basch (Brother to David Basch)
Zimmer)
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