CONGREGATION AHAVATH ACHIM
December 2020 Newsletter

15 Kislev — 16 Tevet 5781

December 5 December 12 December 19 December 26
Torah Vayishalach Vayeshev Miketz Vayigash
Reading (Chanukah)
Genesis Genesis Genesis Genesis
32:4-36:43 37:1-40:23 41:1-44:17 44:18 - 47:27
Numbers
7:18 - 7:29
Pages 122-134 141-151 155-166 169-177
597-598
Haftorah Obadiah Zechariah I Kings Ezekiel
1:1-1:21 2:14 - 4:7 3:15-4:1 37:15-37:28
Pages 137-140 987-989 167-168 178-179

Minyan Times are in the monthly calendar and on the Ahavath Achim web site, www.ahavathachim.org

Dear All,

| hope this message finds you well and in good health.

As we enter the calendar month of December, we look forward to celebrating the holiday of
Hanukkah. Hanukkah begins this year on Thursday night, October 10th. On that night, we will light the first
Hanukkah candle. The concepts of light, candles, flame, and fire are of course the central themes of this
holiday. In the middle of the cold, dark winter, we kindle a flame for eight nights, and by doing so we help to
kindle the warmth and fire of the Divine in our spirit, in our souls, and in the world at large. The closest parallel
to the mitzvah of lighting Hanukkah candles is the mitzvah of lighting Shabbat candles. Both mitzvahs are
rabbinic in origin. Both mitzvahs entail marking the significance of a certain day (or evening) by lighting
candles. It has been our privilege over the past several months to study the laws of lighting Shabbat candles
in-depth in our weekly Zoom class. This class meets on Tuesday evenings at 8:30, and all are welcome to
attend. Please use Zoom ID # 366 165 4053, password 6GRKs1, to access this class.

One of the themes that we have seen during this weekly study, is that while the mitzvah of lighting Shabbat
candles is an important one, nevertheless, a person must be cautious not to delay lighting candles on Friday
afternoon, and God forbid come to a situation whereby he or she violates the Shabbat by lighting candles after
Shabbat has already begun. There is a hierarchy of importance in Jewish observance. While lighting Shabbat
candles may be an important mitzvah, it is nonetheless of rabbinic origin. The lighting of a flame on Shabbat,
by contrast, touches on the violation of Mideoraiita, Torah-origin, prohibitions. Care must therefore be
exercised to light Shabbat candles early enough on Friday afternoons as to not impinge on the sanctity of
Shabbat

This holds true in relation to the mitzvah of lighting Hanukkah candles as well. On Friday evening, November
11th, we will be lighting Hanukkah candles on Erev Shabbat, the eve of Sabbath. Please be certain to light your
Hanukkah candles prior to lighting Shabbat candles, and prior to the onset of Shabbat. Shabbat candle lighting
on that afternoon is quite early, at 4:06. Let us all make certain that our celebration of the wonderful holiday
of Hanukkah not interfere with the sanctity of Shabbat, and let us all be certain to budget our time on that day
to ensure that we will have sufficient time to light Hanukkah candles prior to lighting Shabbat candles at 4:06.

Wishing you and yours a Hanukkah of light and joy and a month of only good tidings,
Rabbi Peretz Robinson
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Yahrzeits for December 2020

May G-d grant each a speedy and complete

Golden Book- If you would like to send a card to the family or
friend. for a happy time or a sad time. Please contact Sara Klein
at 203-374-9365 or you can e-mail Sara at sakl31@aol.com.

Wednesday, December 2- Benjamin Egri (Father to Betty
Deutsch)

Wednesday, December 2-David Mizrahi (Father to Shalom
Mizrahi)

Friday, December 4-Bertha Gross (Sister to David Gordon)
Friday, December 4- Isadore Moidel (Husband to Rose

Friday, December 18-Juila Macy (Mother to Toby Schaffer
and Barbara Friedman)

Saturday, December 19—Rev. Abraham Frankel (Father to
Rose Moidel)

Saturday, December 19-Terez Weintraub (Grandmother to
Cathy Velenchik)

Friday, December 18-Andrew Klein (Husband to Sara Klein)
Sunday, December 20-Bertha Goldman (Grandmother to
William Wolper)

Moidel) Sunday, December 20-Marton Lax (Father to Erica Cohen)
Saturday, December 5-Deila Stein (Grandmother tp Peggy/Monday, December 21-Nettie Rothwax (Mother to Joel
Schwarzmer) Rothwax

Thursday, December 10- Julia Magid (Aunt to Mark Tuesday, December 22-Rebecca Zabol (Grandmother to
Fishman) Peggy Schwarzmer)

Friday, December 11-Hersh Augenbraun (Grandfather to\Wednesday, December 23- Matilda Baena (Grandmother to
Terry Augenbraun) Ellen Rothwax)

Monday, December 14- Chayim Allen (Grandfather to Joel [Thursday, December 24- Mitchell Dimand (Father to Jay
Allen) Dimand)

Thursday, December 17- Helen Katz (Aunt to Terry Saturday, December26-Hyman Elstein (Uncle to Seymour
Augenbraun) Kosowsky)

Wednesday, December 30-Miklos Hartstein (Husband to
Clara Hartstein)

Happy Hanukkah
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